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BACKGROUND TO SAFE AFTER SCHOOL

 Back in 2018 the Media coverage of abuse, 
exploitation and inappropriate behaviour by 
professionals was becoming increasingly 
more common.

 Were parents and careers really aware that 
this could happen in the clubs and groups 
that their children attend?

 The reality is that abuse can happen 
anywhere



Why? – emerging need 



CLUBS AND GROUPS

 There are lots of really positive activities going on 
locally, clubs, groups and individuals that provide 
important services across the borough.

 These include, children’s entertainers, private 
tutors and teachers, some ‘pop up’ groups that 
provide activities for children over the school 
holidays

 It is important to remember that some of these 
groups will not require the same level of checks.



Idea! Safe After School









Temperature check 

76.4% didn’t know some groups are unregulated before the campaign

58.5% said it had increased their knowledge

72.3% believed the campaign was keeping children safe. 

50% of parents are aware of the campaign but still did not fully understand their 
responsibilities.



Support for providers



School ambassadors 



Tutor campaign 

.



What we achieved 

Messages out to so many parents and carers who have acted on this advice. 

Activity providers, have been supported with implementing safeguarding policies 
and procedures 

By working together, we have been able to have a positive impact on improving the 
quality and safety of provision for children in our Borough. 

The DfE requested our information so they can use it nationally

Backing from many LAs/LSCBs - word is spreading across the country. The LGiU’s 
children and young people bulletin has also featured our campaign as a good 
example and a resource for other LAs to use. 

We won a national aware at the MJ AWARDS in September 2021



MJ Award for Innovation in Children’s Services

Judges were impressed by the simplicity of this programme, which adopted a co-
production and whole community approach and championed community ambassadors. 
The team put the needs of all children first by promoting replication of the programme
across the wider community and demonstrated their ambition to influence government 
and make policy and legislative change.



The future…

The aim - Government attention!!

You couldn’t fit a boiler without being Gas Safe registered or sell alcohol without a 
licence so why can you deliver services to children with no regulation?

The FA for their backing nationally. 

We have Liaised with Children’s Activities Association to support providers with 
independent accreditation/regulation to protect them and to give reassurances to 
parents/carers.



For More Information  
please visit:      rbscb.org

E mail: 
lado@rochdale.gov.uk
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