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SAFE AFTER SCHOOL

Cllr Rachel Massey, Portfolio Holder for Children’s
Services and Education, Rochdale Borough Council



BACKGROUND TO

SAFE AFTER SCHOOL

» Back in 2018 the Media coverage of abuse,
exploitation and inappropriate behaviour by
professionals was becoming increasingly
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Why? — emerging need
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Cardiff imam jailed for 13 years for
-,  abusing girls at Qur'an lessons

Mg

Mohammed Haji Saddique, 81, sexually assaulted young girls in front
of class and slapped students who made mistakes
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CLUBS AND GROUPS

» There are lots of really positive activities going on
locally, clubs, groups and individuals that provide
important services across the borough.

» These include, children’s entertainers, private
tutors and teachers, some ‘pop up’ groups that

provide activities for children over the school
holidays

» It is important to remember that some of these
groups will not require the same level of checks.
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Idea! Safe After School
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QUESTIONS
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ASKING
THE RIGHT
QUESTICNS

A responsible and professional organisation will
always welcome the chance to demonstrate that

they are providing a safe environment for your child.

For more advice visit WW w.rbscb.org.uk
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IN CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES RIGHT

QUESTIONS [

Can | observe the sessions?

s there a policy on safeguarding children?

Are staff trained in safeguarding/first aid?

Any written code of conduct for staff/volunteers?

|ls there a health and safety policy in place?

What are the emergency procedures?

Who do | speak to if | have any concerns?

s there any Safety information available via website/leaflet?
Where do | go to for help and advice?
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Temperature check

76.4% didn’t know some groups are unregulated before the campaign
58.5% said it had increased their knowledge
72.3% believed the campaign was keeping children safe.

50% of parents are aware of the campaign but still did not fully understand their
responsibilities.
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Support for providers

Safe after school

You know that keeping children safe is
your top priority.......

Let's make sure that parents and carers

know that too.

Delivered by:
Louse Hurst. Local Authorty Designated Officer (LADO)
Myson Harvey, RBSCB Development Officer
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School ambassadors
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Tutor campaign
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check the tutors qualifications

undertake background checks, including
reference from last employer

speak to other parents who provide
recommendations

ensure the sessions take place at your home
and are visible to you

make sure you and your child feel comfortable
with the tutor

challenge any practice you feel is
inappropriate or harmful

make sure any communication from the tutor
goes through you and not your child

do maintain boundaries - tutors are
professionals you are paying for a service

\

assume the tutor has had background checks

ignore if your child says they are not
happy with the tutor

leave your child alone with tutors whilst
you are out / not around

accept the tutor’s word; ask to see
evidence of qualifications

allow your child and tutor to have each
others their personal number / email / social
media

allow your child to meet the tutor outside
of sessions

accept practice or behaviour from
the tutor that you feel is harmful, unsafe or
unprofessional

accept that a DBS check means someone is safe to work with children, if something does

not feel right you should check or report:
- Communicate with your child

- Share information with the Local Authority Designated officer (LADO)

- Report concerns to the police

B rochdale.gov.uk/SafeAfterSchool
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What we achieved

Messages out to so many parents and carers who have acted on this advice.

Activity providers, have been supported with implementing safeguarding policies
and procedures

By working together, we have been able to have a positive impact on improving the
quality and safety of provision for children in our Borough.

The DfE requested our information so they can use it nationally

Backing from many LAs/LSCBs - word is spreading across the country. The LGiU’s
children and young people bulletin has also featured our campaign as a good
example and a resource for other LAs to use.

We won a national aware at the MJ AWARD
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MJ Award for Innovation in Children’s Services
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Judges were impressed by the simplicity of this programme, which adopted a co-
production and whole community approach and championed community ambassadors.
The team put the needs of all children first by promoting replication of the programme
across the wider community and demonstrated their ambition to influence government
and make policy and legislative change.
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The future...

The aim - Government attention!!

You couldn’t fit a boiler without being Gas Safe registered or sell alcohol without a
licence so why can you deliver services to children with no regulation?

The FA for their backing nationally.

We have Liaised with Children’s Activities Association to support providers with

independent accreditation/regulation to protect them and to give reassurances to
parents/carers.
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For More Information
please visit:  rbscb.org

E mail:
lado@rochdale.gov.uk
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