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Researchers are an internationally mobile 
workforce



Europe is a particularly mobile and 
connected research community

• Over half of European researchers have trained or worked 
abroad for at least one year



The UK is an important destination 



People move to advance their 

career…



People move to advance their career… but 
choose to stay or return home for a mix of 

reasons



International mobility has benefits



Most researchers feel pressure to be mobile



Mobility costs money



Visas can be a barrier for some



Brexit is a concern for UK-based academic 
researchers

I am absolutely shattered that after more 
than 10 years in the UK our ability to 
remain, to retire, to draw a pension, of our 
children to settle in the UK permanently, are 
now in question.  
- Professor working in the UK

Brexit has had a significant 
effect on my willingness to 
remain long term 
- Professor working in the UK

Because of Brexit and related 
uncertainty, and … some hate 
crime myself and my wife have 
experienced in the UK, we are 
moving to Italy. 
- Italian researcher (established) working in 
the UK 



• International movement 
benefits research systems

• Addressing obstacles can make 
the UK more attractive:

– funding

– visa support

– wellbeing support

– help with family obstacles

What does this mean for UK 
research?
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