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Migrant Children’s Project 
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2017: 2,206 claims (3,290 in 2016)

Top countries of origin: 
Sudan, Albania, Eritrea, 
Iraq, Vietnam

Large decrease in young Afghans (754 in 2016 to 210 in 2017)
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Unaccompanied children



• children transferred under the 
Dubs Amendment (480 
children)

• since 2015, 811 children have 
been reunited with family in 
UK under Dublin III provisions

• estimated 2,300 children &
800 young people with 
unresolved immigration issues 
in local authority care in 
England
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Unaccompanied children



Statistics

As of 2017 children account for just over 8% of all asylum applications
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How many children claim asylum in the UK?
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National Transfer Scheme
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Common problems

• Displacement

• Loss

• Abuse 

Country of origin/ 
journey to UK

• Disbelief 

• Delay 

• Denial 

System in UK 
• Uncertainty 

• Distress

• Disengagement

Impact and risk 



• ¼ children claiming asylum have 
ages disputed by the Home Office

• Some children don’t receive an 
asylum decision for 1 ½ - 2 years

• Last year, 56% granted refugee 
status, 27% granted limited leave as 
an unaccompanied asylum-seeking 
child (UASC leave) til 17 ½ 

• High levels of mental illness: post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 
mood disorders and agoraphobia.
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Case study
As a 10-year-old orphan, Stephen was picked up by traffickers in 
Vietnam, forced to take a torturous journey through Russia, 
across Europe and into the UK in a lorry via Calais, then forced to 
suffer five years of exploitation growing cannabis around the UK. 
He was found by police aged 16 and placed in foster care in the 
North of England. However, his asylum claim was refused and he 
was only granted permission to stay in the UK until he turned 17 
½. He started to recover and rebuild his life within a loving foster 
family, but on turning 18 he faced being returned to Vietnam 
where he had no family and with the risk of further exploitation.
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• Training for 1,000 foster carers and support workers 
• Updated guidance on caring for unaccompanied migrant children and child 

victims of modern slavery;
• Research into Dublin III children & guidance for families
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Safeguarding Strategy
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Safeguarding Strategy



• Department for Education, Care of unaccompanied migrant children 
and child victims of modern slavery, November 2017

• DfE & Home Office, National Transfer Scheme Protocol for 
Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children, March 2018

• Home Office, Assessing Age, February 2018

• Home Office, Processing children’s asylum claims, October 2017

Forthcoming: Revised Family and Friends guidance; guidance for families 
of children arriving under Dublin III; online resources for social workers on 
immigration system. 
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Revised guidance
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The hostile environment 



• Understanding the 
immigration & asylum 
system

• Identifying trafficking 

• Decision made in the best 
interests of children

• Keeping children and young 
people informed and 
engaged

• Triple planning  
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Better support and protection 



www.childrenslegalcentre.com

Contact mcp@coramclc.org.uk / ring 
0207 636 8505 for free advice 
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http://www.childrenslegalcentre.com/
mailto:mcp@coramclc.org.uk

