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Migrant Children’s Project
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Refugee Children’s Consortium

About Principles Briefings ~ Campaigns Members’ page
Briefing on the National Transfer Inquiry into Home Office
Scheme for asylum-seeking consideration of children's ‘best
children interests’

Contact

& The RCC Retweetec
MigrantChildren CCLC

& @MigrantChildren

In case you missed it - @BBCNewsnight
coverage of asylum seekers being granted
'no study' conditions. We welcome revised
Home Office guidance but remain concerned
about wider impact of Immigration Bail
provisions. See our advice page for more
info: childrenslegalcentre.com/resources/no-
s...

'No study' conditions a...
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Unaccompanied children
2017: 2,206 claims (3,290 in 2016)
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Unaccompanied children

The UK can offer sanctuary to the most e children transferred under the
vulnerable children in Europe — we must Dubs Amendment ( 480
act

children)
Muh:fnm.led" isaten yeér old boy fronl .Afgh‘auis‘tan. He spent tlhe pis;ix x:som:s 3 . .
e e e since 2015, 811 children have
He is now in a processing centre, waiting to hear whether he is eligible for transfer . . . .
T been reunited with family in
e e e I UK under Dublin III i
in the care of a state that has failed him for so long. = u n e r u I n p rOVI S I O n S
estimated 2,300 children &
800 young people with
unresolved immigration issues

in local authority care in
England




Statistics

How many children claim asylum in the UK?
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As of 2017 children account for just over 8% of all asylum applications




National Transfer Scheme

Number of UASC by Local Authority: England 2015

Number of UASC (2014/2015)
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Source: Freedom of Information data from England LAs for 2012
10 2013, 2013 to 2014 and 2014 to 2015 (March to March)
Geography: Local authorities (counties and unitary authorities) in
England. London boroughs also shown separately.
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Common problems
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Y children claiming asylum have
ages disputed by the Home Office

Some children don’t receive an
asylum decision for 1 % - 2 years

Last year, 56% granted refugee
status, 27% granted limited leave as
an unaccompanied asylum-seeking
child (UASC leave) til 17 %5

High levels of mental illness: post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD),

mood disorders and agoraphobia.
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Case study

As a 10-year-old orphan, Stephen was picked up by traffickers in
Vietnam, forced to take a torturous journey through Russia,
across Europe and into the UK in a lorry via Calais, then forced to
suffer five years of exploitation growing cannabis around the UK.
He was found by police aged 16 and placed in foster care in the
North of England. However, his asylum claim was refused and he
was only granted permission to stay in the UK until he turned 17
%. He started to recover and rebuild his life within a loving foster
family, but on turning 18 he faced being returned to Vietnam
where he had no family and with the risk of further exploitation.




Safeguarding Strategy

Press release

New safeguarding strategy boosts
support for lone child migrants

New training for foster carers announced as part of a new
strategy to improve the care of unaccompanied children

Published 1 November 2017
From: Department for Education, Home Office. Robert Goodwill MP, and The Rt Hon
Brandon Lewis MP

%
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Training for 1,000 foster carers and support workers

Updated guidance on caring for unaccompanied migrant children and child
victims of modern slavery;

Research into Dublin Il children & guidance for families
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Safeguarding Strategy

Joint ministerial foreword

Unaccompanied asylum seeking and refugee children can be some of the most
vulnerable children in our society. They are alone and in an unfamiliar country, at the end
of what could have been a long, perilous and traumatic journey. Some of these children
may have experienced exploitation or persecution in their home country or on their
journey to the UK. Some may have been trafficked, and many more are at risk of being
trafficked, being exploited in other ways, or going missing once they arrive in the UK.

We must remember that they are children. It is true that their immigration status will have
an impact on their future, but they should not be defined solely by their status as an
asylum seeking or refugee child. They are children who are likely to have faced many
difficulties in their lives and will need to be cared for while they are in the UK. They are
children who will need access to education and a range of public services to offer them
the support and accommodation they need to promote their safety, health and wellbeing.
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Revised guidance

 Department for Education, Care of unaccompanied migrant children
and child victims of modern slavery, November 2017

 DfE & Home Office, National Transfer Scheme Protocol for
Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children, March 2018

* Home Office, Assessing Age, February 2018
 Home Office, Processing children’s asylum claims, October 2017

Forthcoming: Revised Family and Friends guidance; guidance for families
of children arriving under Dublin Ill; online resources for social workers on
immigration system.
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The hostile environment
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a time of fear not celebration
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When unaccompanied asylum-seeking children turn 18 their UK England | N.lreland = Scotiland = Alba = Wales = Cymru  Local News

support can be completely cut off - no matter how long they
) havebeen in the UK i s "
HISEEE S Asylum seekers 'given inappropriate
study bans'

By James Clayton & Phil Kemp
BBC Newsnight

NHS will stop sharing immigrants’ data with
Home Office

® 11 May 2018 f ¥y © [ < share

Robert Wright, Public Policy Correspondent MAY 9, 2018 =B

National Health Service providers will no longer routinely give information
about potential illegal immigrants to the Home Office, in the second softening

of the immigration system since Sajid Javid became Home Secretary last week.




Better support and protection

Understanding the
immigration & asylum
system

Ildentifying trafficking

Decision made in the best
interests of children

Keeping children and young
people informed and
engaged

Triple planning

Children ¢
Young People Now
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Ofsted pralses council for
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Children's Legal Centre

Seeking Support

a guide to the rights and entitiements of

separated children

Fifth Edition 2017
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Children’s Legal Centre

Children’s Legal Centre

GET LEGAL ADVICE

Immigration, asylum and
nationality

Advice and information about our
legal services for young refugees and
migrants and their families

FIND OUT MORE

www.childrenslegalcentre.com

Contact mcp@coramclc.org.uk / ring
0207 636 8505 for free advice
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